The Canning Tradition
changes which had begun would stop short of an attempt at another republic. Lord Stuart of Rothesay's advices from France were reassuring". Meanwhile Charles X. looked for an asylum outside his own country. The dethroned monarch had been alarmed by rumours of his intended kidnapping; he had applied to the English Embassy for protection, perhaps in the shape of a British man-of-war to watch the French vessel conveying him from his kingdom.
Aberdeen had now to confront some hostility of English feeling and the actual opposition of his chief; for the Duke of Wellington protested against recognising the deposition of Charles X. till the Allies of 1814 had been consulted. Aberdeen held his own opinion ; eventually he brought round to it not only the Duke with all his colleagues, but popular sentiment as well Nor, as a fact, would the English public have tolerated armed intervention to save a monarchy to whose representative, whether Bourbon or, as in Louis Philippe he had now become, Orleanist, they were altogether indifferent.
In England, diplomacy hud now become national By a logic like that with which Omar Pasha justified the burning of the Alexandrian library, Archbishop Whately once whimsically argued the uselessness of treaties; if they ceased to express a national conviction, they could not be enforced ; if they did express it, that conviction would enforce itself and. they were superfluous* At the same time Charles X.'s appeal was at least technically justified by the letter not only of the treaties of .1814 and 1815, but by the international understanding sealed a few years later at Aix-la-Chapelle. All those arrangements provided
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